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editor’s letter

I

I love barbershop in the springtime. Why? Because it means
conventions and contests are taking place all around the world,
invigorating the love and passion barbershoppers have for this
art form. It’s a chance to get your barbershop “fix” even if
it’s only for a weekend. This spring I attended both the SUN
District prelims (as a competitor) and Region 9 convention (as
an observer). Coming away from both events I’m encouraged
by the growth of afterglowing and socializing that seems to
have been missing in recent years. The ladies in Region 9
showed genuine care and encouragement for each competitor
who crossed the stage. Even the closest rivals could be seen
hugging and laughing after the contest, which is one of the
greatest elements to this hobby. You can be fierce competitors
during the contest and best friends afterwards singing tags all
night long in the hotel lobby, a juxtaposition rarely seen these
days around events involving competitions.
The same can be said for SUN District where each year the
District holds an open afterglow for everyone to attend. Food
and entertainment are hosted by the District or sponsored
chapters. What it does is bring all the convention attendees
together so as not to be separated by hotel floors or VIP only
access. I like this trend and believe it’s healthy for our chapters
and organizations.
This month’s issue is rather media heavy with audio and
video clips which can be viewed by just a click of the mouse.
We introduce several new features that will be seen in future
issues. This past April we debuted the YouBarbershop Radio
Showcase at the SUN District prelims with special guest
Ev Nau, The Pursuit and Main Street stopping by for an
interview and some singing. Part one of the radio broadcast
includes an interview with the new quartet Main Street. We also
have a new travel host by the name of Phlat Philbin who took a
trip to the Midwinter convention back in January. Phlat Philbin
will share his pictures which include the stars in barbershop
and stage and screen that he met while attending the Las Vegas
convention.
Each month, YouBarbershop Magazine will interview a
music educator who has introduced barbershop into their
curriculum. Our first interview is with barbershop sensation,
Debbie Cleveland who shares her stories of inspiring teenagers,
teaching lessons about music and life while implementing
barbershop music in her classroom.
We had planned to include some stories on barbershop costumes
in this issue, however the research on this topic has grown
into something bigger than we had anticipated. Therefore, we
are going to push that story to later in the summer. The same
goes for our feature “Tell It To The Judge” which will be more
appropriate in next month’s issue-- a preview edition of the
international convention in Kansas City.
Stay tuned!
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Stats and media found on the world wide web.
What’s on my iPod? Dr. Jim Henry

Director- Ambassadors of Harmony

Favorite barbershop artists? Suntones, Boston Common, Bluegrass Student Union, Four
Renegades, Vocal Spectrum,
Ambiance, 4th Edition and Henry Facts:
Vocal Majority.
Joined barbershop: 1975
Most listened to song? It is Part: Tenor (now bass)
impossible for me to name First barbershop song learned: Aura Lee and Kentucky Babe
My barbershop idols: Jim Clancy, David Wright, Rick Staab (in case
just one song. Here are
some of my favorites:
I haven’t made that abundantly clear), Joe Liles, Dave Stevens, any
members of the listed quartets.
THE KIPPERS version of
“Easy Street” with Ken
Gabler on the solo is one of
my all-time favorite recorded barbershop songs. I listened to that song obsessively as a kid
and it still holds up today.
SUNTONES: Watch What Happens (I can pick an A-flat out of the air from hearing Gene Cokeroft’s voice starting this
song thousands of times); Their Hearts Were Full of Spring, That Old Black Magic, It’s Just a Little Street, the slow part
of Shrimp Boats, and everything else they recorded.
BSU: A Foggy Day (Rick and Dan at the beginning and end...WOW!), Midnight Rose, Slap that Bass (Rick Staab...DOUBLE
WOW! I just want to be HIM!!)
BOSTON COMMON: Eyes of Blue (“for if Heaven be kind...”)
FOUR RENEGADES: That’s a-Plenty (Ben Williams makes overtones all by himself and then when Tom Felgin sings, “bluu-u-u-u-u-ues,” I have to back up the recording and hear it about three or four more times before proceeding on to the
rest of the song.)
SECOND EDITION: Just a Cottage Small
VOCAL SPECTRUM: As Long As I’m
Singin’, Let’s Live It Up, The Street
Where You Live, Cheer Up Charlie,
Willow Weep For Me (it’ll be on their
next recording).
AMBIENCE: Rhapsody in Blue, I’ve Got A
Feeling I’m Falling
4TH EDITION: Hello Young Lovers,
Funny Girl Medley, My Little Lady Make
Believe, Where is Love (Love Connie
Noble—my third favorite tenor behind
my wife and mother!!), Just One of
Those Things
Favorite non-barbershop genre? Jazz,
Classical, 60’s & 70’s pop and rock.
Favorite non-barbershop artists? Al
Jarreau, The Beatles, The Boswell
Sisters, Chanticleer, Dave Brubeck,
Ella Fitzgerald, Four Freshman, HiLos, James Taylor, Mel Torme, Queen,
Sammy Davis Jr, The Swingle Singers,
The Singers Unlimited, Take 6, Tony
Bennett
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BARBERSHOP: The original Glee for guys
TIME Magazine launched a fantastic video feature last month
covering the 2010 international convention in Philadelphia. The nine
minute video showcases Chorus of the Chesapeake, Westminster
and Musical Island Boys. Click on the red button above to watch the
video.
continued on next page
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Red Eye celebrates barbershop quartet day

The Fox News show, Red Eye with Greg Gutfeld poked a little fun
at the official barbershop quartet day on April 11th. The segment
quickly went viral, making its rounds on Facebook the next day,
mostly because the majority of people didn’t see the original airing
of the 3am talk show.
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Performance by ShaKlacky!
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Main Street nominated for silent film award
I say barbershop, you say clown?
This month on Ebay there was an item being
auctioned off that the owner suggested had multiple
functions. I guess our art form has an identity
problem?

The quartet Main Street (BHS) from SUN District received
a nomination for Best Comedy based on a short film featuring
members of the quartet. The film “The Dance Off” centers around
a good old fashioned tap dancing throwdown betweeen Tony
DeRosa (the challenger) and Myron Whittlesey (the champ).
The film was selected by a media company that creates cellphone
applications for the iPhone. The Silent Film Director awards will
be handed out in August.
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The

Orange, CA -- Westminster goes “old school” on the young-ins by
implementing the traditional Polecat Program to help prepare the
chorus members for late night singing in Kansas City.

afterglow

New York, NY -- Members of the Alexandria Harmonizers were fortunate to
have a once in a lifetime experience performing at the famous Carnegie Hall
in New York City. The chorus performed in a charity with several other artists
including the HAGI Choir from Japan.

Springfield, IL -- The 1986 Queens of Harmony, Ambiance celebrated their
25th anniversary performing at the Region 5 convention. Ambiance was
one of the greatest quartets ever from any Society. The quartet’s sound and
creative arrangements pushed the envelope of the art form.
Los Angeles, CA -- Extra rehearsals will be a continuous event for
the Masters of Harmony’s front row as they prepare for the chorus
contest in Kansas City.

St. Louis, MO - Production engineer, David Wright
controlling the sound board as Vocal Spectrum records their
upcoming CD. Wright’s talent in audio editing and mastering
have been used by many of the top vocal groups around the
world.

Vancouver, BC -- The Lion’s Gate Chorus roots for their hometown NHL hockey team
the Canucks with a themed rehearsal night. The playoff match versus the Nashville
Predators ended in victory for the Canadien team. Thrilled and elated by the win, the
ladies never finished the rehearsal.
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2011 ACA award nominees
Tim Waurick, OC Times win a cappella awards
The Contemporary A Cappella Society announced their annual CARA
awards this year with Tim Waurick and OC Times dominating the top
two spots in each barbershop category. Waurick’s vocally stunning solo
recording “Tim Tracks” won the Best Barbershop
Album award with OC Times’ “Destinations”
CD claiming the runner up position. In the Best
Barbershop Song category, OC Times’ performance
of “Oh Look At Me Now” took the top prize as
Waurick’s version of “The Night Has A Thousand
Eyes” came in second. Back in 2008, OC Times
won both awards for their album “Let’s Fly” and
the song “Love Me.” The 2011 list of nominees
include:

Best Barbershop Album

Tim Tracks -- Tim Waurick WINNER
Destinations -- OC Times RUNNER UP
Vocality -- Vocality
The Best Seat In The House -- Zing!

Best Barbershop Song

Oh Look At Me Now -- OC Times WINNER
The Night Has A Thousand Eyes -- Tim Waurick RUNNER UP
Love-Eyes Medley -- Vocality
What’ll I Do -- Zing!

Next month, CASA will be announcing the
winners of the A Capella Community Award
(ACA). The equivilant to the People’s Choice
award, the ACA tallys votes from fans of a
cappella music. Here’s the list of nominees
for the barbershop categories:

Favorite Barbershop Chorus
Sound of the Rockies
St. Louis Harmony Chorus
The Masters of Harmony
The Northwest Vocal Project
Westminster

Favorite Barbershop Quartet
‘Round Midnight
MAXX Factor
OC Times
Realtime
Vocal Spectrum

Favorite Competition Set

‘Round Midnight’s Billy Joel set (Philly 2010)

Favorite A Cappella Blog
YouBarbershop.com

bhs

news and notes

Quartet Some familiar faces have come together to form

a new group in Florida called Main Street. The members are
Roger Ross (Keepsake - ‘92), Tony DeRosa (Keepsake,
Platinum - ‘01, Max Q - ‘07), Mike McGee (Metropolis
- Int’l medalists) and Myron Whittlesey (Rounders - Int’l
finalists). Not your typical quartet, all four members have
been or are currently singing with the Dapper Dans at
the Magic Kingdom. The quartet’s stage approach will
be unique as they perform traditional barbershop music
accompanied by clogging, hat routines and silly one-liners
in the spirit of the Vaudeville performers back in the day.
Don’t expect any musical renditions from Michael Jackson
or Stevie Wonder. Their spats, arm garters and boater hats
keep them stuck in the early 20th century time period. For
bookings, you can visit their soon-to-be published website
at www.mainstreetqt.com or find the quartet’s page on
Facebook.

The Big Dance Barbershop fans are one step
closer to the international competition in Kansas
City as the drawing for order of appearance took
place recently for the competing quartets. Keep an
eye out for our next issue as we focus primarily on
the BHS convention and its events.

Champions Da Capo, a BHS quartet from the Mid-

Atlantic District, won the Harmony Sweepstakes Nationals in
San Rafael, CA this month. Eight vocal groups from around
the nation competed in the 25th annual event. Similar to our
barbershop preliminaries, a cappella groups compete in eight
different regions. The first place group qualifies for the finals
which are held each year just outside of San Francisco.
Da Capo joins a growing list of barbershop quartets to have
won this event. The first quartet to win Harmony Sweepstakes
was Metropolis (BHS) in 1998. Since then, winners have
included The Perfect Gentlemen (BHS) in 2002, Hi-Fidelity
(BHS) in 2006 and MAXX Factor (SAI) in 2009. The
Knudsen Brothers (BHS) won the Nationals back in 1990,
however they competed as a quintet. For more information on
Da Capo, you can visit their website at www.dacapoquartet.

com.
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95 North
A Mighty Wind
Rooftop Rhythm
The Daddy-Ohs!
The Real McCoy
The Crew
Absolut
The Crush
Off The Record
Q-Tones
Flashback
Anthem
The Pursuit
Let’s Sing!
Maverick
Old School
After Hours
Evolution
Skyline
Progression
Lunch Break
Da Capo
Masterpiece
Frank The Dog
Cadillac Jack
Steel
Voce
Grand Design
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Men In Black
Rush Street
The Franchise
Heatwave
Chameleon
Racketeers
Mainstream
GQ
Main Street
Ignition!
Alliance
Forefront
‘Round Midnight
Expedition
Noise Boys
The Allies
Quadraphonics
Main Street
Station
Voices Unlimited
Musical Island
Boys
TNS
The Elements
3 Men & A
Melody
Four Man Fishin’
Tackle

sai

news and notes

Judging Handbook This month, Sweet Adelines International released the

new judging category description book. The updated version contains many new features
including a new Expression score sheet, a revised Expression category description, plus
many other modifications and changes throughout the manual. Both electronic and paper
versions are available. Members can purchase the book online by clicking here.

New Quartet Region 9 has been a breeding ground

for some amazing quartets, more recently Jackpot!,
Journey, The Buzz and Touché. Last month, Live Out
Loud from Orlando, Florida made their musical debut
at the Regional’s spring convention, qualifying for the
international competition in Houston this October. Quartet
members include Susie Courtice, Tiffany Coburn
(soprano with Voices of Liberty), Chris DeRosa
(baritone of 2011 2nd place International medalist,
Journey) and Dana Johnson (bass of 1994 Queens of
Harmony, Showtime).

Region 31 SAI Region 31 (UK & Netherlands) had

their regional contest this month where previous champion
Finesse won the quartet contest. The returning chorus
champion Forth Valley Chorus took first place again in
the chorus contest. The quartet contest in particular saw a
lot of new quartets making big impressions. Both contests
were indeed exciting, yet the fact that returning champions
won made the results a bit predictable. A highlight of the
show was the DaleDiva chorus (pictured at left), who
recently won a ‘show choir’ national TV talent show with
lots of coverage across the Kingdom. Although their set was
devoid of any barbershop, it was very entertaining and had
the audience dancing in the aisles.

Have you subscribed to YouBarbershop Magazine?
It’s FREE!
Visit our website at www.youbarbershop.com

Foster confirmed “über-geek”, answers Wright’s quiz!
Winner:
Rober t Foster
The train must travel at
Do I get extra credit for

A+

100 ft/s or about 68.2

mph.

showing my work? ;)

Proof:
00 / (1100 + V))
1100 / (1100 - V) / (11
= 6/5
ion on the left:
simplifying the express
= 6/5
-V)
00
(11
/
(1100 + V)
cross multiplying:
6600 - 6V = 5500 + 5V
ting 5500 to

adding 6V and subtrac
both sides:
1100 = 11V
dividing both sides by
V = 100 ft/s

11:

converting ft/s to mph:
/ hr * 1 mile / 52800 ft
V = 100 ft/s * 3600 s
V ~ 68.2 mph

Last month we published a science quiz written by
arranger and math professor, David Wright. The quiz was
actually included in his arrangement of Alabamy Bound
during the Doppler effect section of the song.
We had several people email us their answers, yet only a
few got it correct. The winner of Storm Front’s “Free As A
Breeze” DVD is über-geek Robert Foster. We included his
work (pictured left) in case any of you doubted his final
answer.

The YouBarbershop Radio Showcase
Meet Main Street
by Steve Stripling
It’s April, Sunshine District Prelims in Orlando, Florida.
That’s where I met Main Street – four guys with distinguished
barbershop careers that formed only 20 days earlier trying to
qualify to go to International in Kansas City. They are also part
of a unique club: The Dapper Dans.
Sporting straw hats, bow ties, colorful vests and spats, the Dapper
Dans are the quintessential barbershop quartet. They roam Main
Street USA at Walt Disney World singing, dancing, playing
instruments, joking around and making people feel carefree and
younger.
Now, Tony DeRosa (L), Myron Whittlesey (B), Roger Ross (T)
and Mike McGee (Bari) are bringing that act to the barbershop stage. As they perform you feel the years of age
peel away as you stroll back to a simpler time in the early 1900’s. I had the opportunity to sit down with these
guys to find out what it takes to become a Dapper Dan and live the barbershop dream.

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN TO INTERVIEW
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by Anita Prather-Harvell

Area competitions The contest season is
halfway through and if the rest of the area contests
have similar results, this year’s International
competition could feature a record number of
contestants. To date, 18 choruses and 22 quartets have
qualified to compete in Hershey, PA in November.

harmony inc
news and notes

Representing Area 6 will be Georgia Connection,
as well as quartets Running with Scissors and
MAKÉ, which is looking to improve on its 18th
place finish in 2010. 2008 International Chorus
Champions, A Cappella Showcase took the Area 3
title with the 2010 International 3rd place medalists,
Stardust, repeating as the top area quartet.
Area 2 proved to be the most exciting contest so far,
with Sounds of the Seacoast taking the chorus title
by a slim two-point margin over New England Voices
in Harmony, setting up a close race in this year’s
international chorus contest. Foreign Exchange, who
placed 4th at International in 2010, took top quartet
honors.
The remaining Area contests should be equally
exciting, especially in Area 4 as the 17-time
International Champion chorus, the Village Vocal
Chords, returns to competition.

Kudos to the ladies of the Liberty Belles from
Lansdale, PA (pictured below), who, in only their
second year of being a Harmony, Inc. chapter,
qualified for International. Under the direction of
Anne Bureau, the Liberty Belles earned both the
Area 3 Most Improved Chorus and the Jean Linn
Award for moving up the most places and improving
by the highest number of points. To top off an already
exciting contest, they also achieved the highest
improvement in presentation, earning them the Rising
Star Award. Congratulations to the “Belles” of Area
3!
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Flash Mob

On April 23rd, the
K to
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Mall in Nashua,
NH reverberated
with the sound of
women raising
their voices in song. Close to 100 women from seven chapters
in Area 2 (Chair City Pipers, Gardner, MA; Harmony
Heritage, Providence, RI; Maine-ly Harmony, Gardner, ME;
New England Voices in Harmony, Nashua, NH; NoteAble
Blend, Taunton, MA; Sounds Of The Seacoast, Portsmouth,
NH; Women of Note, Hudson, MA) descended on the mall
in a flash mob singing “We Rise Again” to the amazement of
unsuspecting shoppers.
Chorus members from as far as Rhode Island and Bangor,
ME (nearly 500 miles round trip) gathered for a rehearsal in
Nashua, then traveled to the mall for the flash mob led by
Wendy McCoole, the Director of Sounds of the Seacoast.
Wendy commented on her flash mob experience. “What a
tremendous honor it was to direct this incredible group of
women at the flash mob. The energy at our rehearsal was
contagious! The idea that so many (ladies) drove hours to come
sing this one song was inspiring, and the love we have for one
another and for Harmony, Inc. was very apparent. And the
singing ... WOW ... goose bumps abound! Let’s do it again!”

affiliates
news and notes

by Alan Hughes

Quartet News The Great British

Barbershop Boys have started their UK tour
receiving a wealth of very positive reviews.
Hopefully their continued media exposure will
bring barbershop music to new ears.
Two BABS quartets, Steel and Evolution, as well
as the Great Western Chorus are all preparing for
the trip to Kansas City. This will be another good
showing for the Association.

SNOBS The barbershoppers of Sweden held their
annual convention this month. In the chorus contest,
zero8 proved they can still rock it even with a lot of
key members missing on cruise ships (Ringmasters
performing on tour), winning with only 22 guys on
stage, earning an average per judge score of 84.8%.
It was a pretty awesome showing by the chorus and
means they will receive an invite to compete at the
BHS international convention in Portland. The quartet
contest was also quite exciting as Absolut and Q-tones
battled it out in an extremely close contest. With
less than half a percent between them, Absolut won
the competition with 79.4%. The good news is both
quartets qualified to compete in Kansas City.
BABS Excitement is building for the BABS

Convention where Crossroads (2009 BHS Int’l
champions) will be making a guest appearance. In
the quartet contest, Crossfire is considered the clear
favorite to win the competition. However, the chorus
contest should be a different affair. Over the past year
there has been a growth in Society membership where
many choruses have massively increased their numbers,
thereby changing their sound. The results will be much
harder to predict.
BABS membership numbers are at an all time high
thanks to a large amount of media coverage on
barbershop groups throughout the United Kingdom as
well as the success of many ‘Learn to Sing’ courses.

New Affiliate In April, SABS (Spanish

Association of Barbershop Singers) announced
at their 3rd annual convention in Murcia, Spain
that they have become the newest affiliate to
be associated with the BHS. The association
is growing and improving rapidly. What was
particularly noticeable was the presence of a lot of
younger singers doing well in the quartet contest.
The new quartet champions, Hanfris (pictured
above), are all under the age of 25, as well as the
other quartet medalists.

NZABS In New Zealand, the Musical Island
Boys and Vocal FX are busy rehearsing and
fundraising as they prepare for their journey to
Kansas City. They are sure to make a big splash
in the contest and hopefully an even larger
impression on the final results!

Queen The Cottontown Chorus (pictured

below) has taken YouTube by storm with the
release of “Fat Bottom Girls.” The song was
made famous by rock band Queen and when the
group’s guitarist Brian May (pictured inset) saw
the video he commented on his blog, Brian’s
Soap Box, “We need to smile! I defy you not to
smile at this (video)! Hee hee... nice one, boys!”
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SABS becomes newest barbershop
affiliate at 3rd annual convention
San Pedro del Pinatar played host to the Spanish
Association of Barbershop Singers (SABS) last April,
welcoming guests from all over the world and members
from around Spain and Portugal. Two major contests were
held at the Castelar College for quartets and choruses on
Friday and Saturday, culminating in a winners’ and guests’
show at the Cine Moderno in San Pedro del
Pinatar on Sunday night.

and we are delighted to see so many new and talented
young people taking part,” said Nico de las Peñas Plana,
SABS President. “Although SABS is just three years old,
we are proud that already we have been accepted as an
affiliate member of the Barbershop Harmony Society in
America, the home of barbershop, and we were delighted

Hanfris quartet from Barcelona, walked away
with a well-deserved gold medal in the quartet
contest, followed by Melomans, who are new
to barbershop, winning silver and Torrevieja
quartet Fourmidables taking the bronze.
Two local choruses walked away with medals
in the chorus contest: Spangles Ladies’
Harmony Chorus from Los Alcázares won
gold, becoming the first Spanish Barbershop
Chorus Champions, with men’s chorus
Torrevieja Barbershop Harmonisers taking
the bronze medal. The silver medal was won
by Barberidad who are a newly-formed
men’s chorus from Madrid. Gail Grainger,
Musical Director of both Spangles and TBH,
is the proud owner of both a gold and a bronze
medal and local ladies’ quartet Fénix, also from
Spangles, won the gold medal for the highest
scoring ladies’ quartet, coming in fourth overall.

Fénix won the ladies’ quartet gold medal and placed fourth overall in
the quartet contest.

“The SABS mission is to encourage more and
more people throughout Spain to take part in
the wonderful art form
of barbershop four part
harmony singing,

that their Director of Education, Paul Wietlisbach, was
able to attend our convention this weekend, as well as
representatives from the UK barbershop organisations:
Ladies’ Association of British Barbershop Singers
(LABBS), the British Association of Barbershop Singers
(BABS) and the World Harmony Council.”
In addition to their Spanish and Portuguese members,
SABS also welcomed champion choruses and quartets
from the UK: Crystal Chords ladies’ chorus and Grand
Central men’s chorus from Greater Manchester, as well as
the current gold medallist men’s quartet Steel and ladies
gold medal champions Miss-Demeanour. “We were
honoured to have such an illustrious guest list at our third
convention,” commented Lyn Baines, SABS Marketing
Manager “And all of them are such great ambassadors for
barbershop; providing judges, coaches, help and support
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throughout the weekend, epitomising the true
spirit of harmony, not only in singing, but also in
friendship.”
SABS members and guests stayed at the
Aparthotel Bahía, Hotel Traiña, Lodomar
Thalasso and the Castelar College and were
ferried around San Pedro del Pinatar by El Tren
Habanero. “The hotels and the college have
been fantastic,” remarked Lyn Baines “And Jeff
and Jordi have worked like Trojans all over the
weekend to ensure that our guests were in the
right place at the right time. Everyone thought the
train was a brilliant idea and the locals enjoyed it
too.”
Joining a barbershop chorus is a great way to
meet new people and release those healthy
endorphins that make you feel happy. If you
would like to find a chorus near you, you will
find a list of all member choruses on the SABS
website: www.sabs.es

Spangles -- Chorus Champions

The silver medalist Fourmidables (pictured lower right) and
third place bronze medalist Melomans (lower left) pose with
the quartet champion Hanfris.

Torrevieja Harmonisers -Chorus Bronze Medalists
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Teaching the
barbershop seventh
For many, the barbershop art form is not just a hobby,
it’s a choice of lifestyle. Some are fortunate enough
to have a career in music, sharing their knowledge of
barbershop as music educators within school systems
around the world. Choral directors can have the greatest
impact on introducing the barbershop style to young
musicians. Each month, YouBarbershop will feature a
music educator who has included barbershop music to
their curriculum and the success it has brought to their
program and students.

Debbie
Cleveland
Within the barbershop community she is known as a two-time Queen of Harmony, a sought
after coach and one of the best leads to ever come out of the Sweet Adelines organization. Yet
Debbie Cleveland’s greatest voice is in the classroom at Gaither High School in Tampa, FL
where she teaches lessons not only in the art of singing, but in guiding influential teenagers
in life and what roads lie ahead for them. When she’s not traveling with her quartet, the 2005
International Queens of Harmony The BUZZ, Debbie has developed a strong music program,
giving students an opportunity for success in performing arts and life.

YouBarbershop: How long have you been a music
educator?
Debbie: This school year is my 25th year teaching. (Wow,
how is that possible?) I spent 12 years at the Jr. High/
Middle School level, and now 13 years in a 9-12 High
School.
YouBarbershop: When did you first discover the
barbershop art form?
Debbie: I sang in a girls’ quartet in high school (Long
Beach, CA) called Beauty Shop Four. Besides singing at
school concerts and in the community, I remember visiting
the men’s chapter who met on the Queen Mary. My cousin

16
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Frankie was in Sweet Adelines so I had a couple
of different connections to barbershop.
YouBarbershop: What benefits do your students
receive from singing barbershop harmony?
Debbie: My own students have become better
musicians and ensemble singers from singing
barbershop. Although it didn’t happen overnight,
their ability to blend, balance and tune has
definitely been refined due to their barbershop
harmonizing, and the benefits carry over into their
choral, pop and jazz singing.
YouBarbershop: Have any of your students
become members of a barbershop society after high
school?
Debbie: I don’t know if any of my former students have
formally joined barbershop, but seven of my current
students (at the time) sang last year in the central Florida
youth chorus Vokal Kombat, directed by Tony DeRosa
and myself. It turned out to be an amazing and enriching
experience! I was so happy that Midwinter came to Tampa
so my students could really get a sense of what the Society
is about. And of course, they loved it all!
YouBarbershop: How do kids react to barbershop
music? (Do they think it’s corny or cool?)
Debbie: I find that kids react to GOOD barbershop in an
amazingly intuitive and enthusiastic manner. I do listening
samples of great vocal groups in my classes and every year
when I get to barbershop, the new students smile through
it, their eyes light up, and invariably someone says, “It

sounds happy.”
Also, Arne and Denise Helbig have spearheaded over
10 years of very successful barbershop workshops in
our county (which is made up of approximately 25 high
schools) and every year a crowd of almost 300 high school
and middle schoolers go crazy for whatever quartets are
guests. My teacher friends email me at the beginning of
every year, “When is the barbershop workshop? My kids
are already asking!” Oh, and it was so great this year, I
pulled up to the venue and got out of my car and there were
three high school quartets from three different schools
outside practicing, and none of them were mine!
YouBarbershop: What does the barbershop art form
offer your students that other styles of music can’t?
Debbie: Barbershop offers my students a chance to build
up independence on a melody line, and on harmony parts
in a very specific way. They
learn to take responsibility for
making chords lock, and creating
overtones. It also gives them a
chance to be self-directed, and to
have fun with performing.
YouBarbershop: If you had
a theater filled with music
educators that didn’t include
barbershop harmony in their
curriculum what would you tell
them about the art form?
Debbie: Most music educators I
know are so overwhelmed with
the amount of work involved
with concerts, competitions, trips,
continued on next page
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uniforms, fundraisers, etc. that they can’t imagine taking
on one more thing, especially a genre of music that is not
familiar to them. I would love to tell them that one of the
great things about barbershop is that once the students hear
it done well, and love it, they really do take responsibility
to rehearse on their own. Learning CDs are available and
usually volunteers from a local men’s or women’s chapter
will gladly help. They should also realize how great it is
to be able to send out a quartet who can perform with no
amplification or instrumentation. It’s the simplest way to
represent a music program to the outside world.
I would also reassure music educators that healthy vocal
production is promoted in the barbershop societies and
that students can learn artistry and musicality by listening
to our top quartets and choruses. Also, for the ‘joy’ factor,
barbershop is a sure thing, even if it’s done with several
voices on each part.
YouBarbershop: Any other information you would like
to share would be great! Any quartets that competed
with success or singers who moved on to other
achievements in music?
Debbie: I have many former students that I am so proud
of -- one of them who was chosen for the Voices of Lee
right out of high school, performed with them on “The
Sing-Off” and is now penning a cappella arrangements
for the group. He came to me with loads of musical talent
and experience, but I’d like to think that his exposure to
barbershop (singing bari in his high school quartet) gave
him some depth of appreciation for close harmony.
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Chordiac Arrest baritone and “Empire Man” Hauldren passes at 89
by Brian Philbin

Many of you have delighted in his lyrics over the past few
decades and the world at large knew him as the “Empire
Carpet Man”, but Lynn Hauldren was best known to the
barbershop world as the baritone of the 2-time international
bronze medalist quartet Chordiac Arrest and top twenty
International quartet the Four Henchmen, both representing
the Illinois District.

Lynn has been extremely active in the barbershop
community and continued to work with writing partner
Joyce Markle (Director of Graduate Writing a NationalLouis University in Chicago) to produce a considerable
amount of the comedy parodies we’ve seen on the
international stage, giving of his time to quartets like
Metropolis and Lunch Break.

A few items of note concerning Lynn’s non-barbershop life:

Lynn and his Chordiac Arrest pals also sponsored the
Comedy Show at the international convention for a number
of years, showcasing, specifically, quartets who could
perform comedy material, regardless of their contest stage
personas. It was a remarkable idea that gave a forum for
both fans and performers of comedy alike.

He wrote/arranged the familiar jingle “800-588-2300
Empiiiire!” He served in World War II as a radio operator
on the Burma Road. At one time, the Army planned to
assign him to counter-espionage training, but the birth of
his first son, Joe, resulted in a change to that plan. Lynn
studied Journalism at Northwestern University, eventually
becoming a copywriter for 3 of the biggest advertisement
agencies in the country; Young & Rubicam, Bozell Jacobs
and DDB Needham; and won 2 Clio Awards for excellence
in advertising. Writing was only one of the passions at
which Lynn excelled, though, as he was an avid boatsman
and enjoyed all kinds of stand up comedy and vocal music.

Lynn and his wife Helen Helmke Hauldren had 6 children,
15 grandchildren (two of whom are NY Met Operatic tenor
Matthew Polenzani and independent folk singer-songwriter
Rose Polenzani), and 10 great-grandchildren.
His contributions to the landscape of barbershop competition
and his spirit of giving of his time to other quartets will not
be soon forgotten. Hail, Lynn!
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Meet the newest member of the YouBarbershop Magazine staff, Mr. Phlat Phibin. Coming off a long stint
as the host of Wild on E!, Phlat Philbin will be our global reporter, traveling around the world visiting
barbershop conventions, shows and rehearsal rooms. From Beloit, Kansas to Wellington, New Zealand,
Phlat will meet fellow barbershoppers and share their stories of singing tags, performing in shows and
partying at the glows. Phlat Philbin comes from a long line of family members with traveling experience
(many of you know his cousin, Flat Stanley). We welcome Phlat Philbin with open popsicle stick arms and
look forward to sharing his many adventures with our readers.

Midwinter in Sin City!

Whenever you take a trip to Vegas
you must always fly in style! What
better way to fly than booking a
first class seat between American
Airlines’ “American Way” and “Sky”
magazines? Travel advice: Never
sit next to the air sickness bag
...for obvious reasons.

With the addition of the amazing
youth festival, Midwinter has
now become a convention for
young barbershoppers. I grabbed
a Harmony Foundation brochure
and was impressed with HF’s
contributions to our hobby.
Support your Society’s future and
donate to the Foundation!
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Upon arriving at the headquarters
hotel I had an opportunity to
visit the Name Badge Memorial.
This was my chance to pay respect
to fallen family members who
became victims of convention
badge genocide. Quite an emotional
moment for me.

I was at the Flamingo Hotel
when I ran into some old
friends, Donny and Marie
Osmond. We spent some time
reminicsing of the days back
when I was sheet music to the
song “Paper Roses.”

Tim Waurick’s infatuation with me
turned into an awkward moment when
Tim grabbed my body and muttered,
“I will love him and hug him and
call him George.”

I owe all my
success to Phlat.
He’s the best.

After the Friday night show I
visited with my friends, The
Allies from JAD. Judging by Dave
Calland’s helpful “scratch” I
know how to pick my friends.
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Comedian Brad Garrett was
dumbfounded when he bumped into
me at his comedy club in Las
Vegas. Back in the day, I was a
notepad containing all of Brad’s
comedy bits that eventually led
to his success in television.
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Right before hitting the stage
on Saturday night, Storm Front
offered me the chance to sit in
the best seat in the house -- Jim
Clarke’s coat pocket. It was THE
highlight of my weekend. Such
great guys.
It was Saturday night and
the show was over so I
decided to kick my feet up
and have a cocktail. Nothing
better than free drinks in
the casinos.

It was the fifth Bloody Mary that
pushed me over the top, literally,
as I got a bit “grabby” with Emily
Remley. Suddenly, everything went
black! The next thing I know
I’m being held upside down with
my head two inches from a paper
shredder. I begged for mercy;
Emily showed pity and let me go.

Before I went to bed I stopped by to see
the famous Crazy Girls statues at the
Riviera Hotel. As traditions go, I took
part in rubbing the statue’s tushes for
good luck. It was a lot more fun than
polishing the big toe of The Thinker.
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The Official Publication of the Barbershop Harmony Society’s Historical Archives

A difference of opinion about O.C. Cash
by Grady William Kerr

Barbershop Harmony Society Historian

Visit the PRESERVATION website and download these
fascinating publications that chronicle the history of the
Barbershop Harmony Society.
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Coronet Cuisine
Recipes fit for a Queen

Summer is almost here and soon many of us will be
headed to Kansas City for the 2011 convention. There
are a few things that we can count on. 1) There will
be a lot of tag singing. 2) There will be men wearing
black socks and sandals, at the same time. I say this
with all the love in my heart. It makes me smile EVERY
year. 3) Lots of people drinking adult beverages into
the wee small hours of the morning.
Whether you will be joining us at the convention or
not, these libations are a perfect addition to your
summer gatherings! CHEERS! (Remember that
quartet? Love me some Chuck Sisson.)

Jennifer Perry
WHITE PEACH SANGRIA

A refreshing summer drink with a splash of peach Schnapps, the Just Peachy white wine Sangria will add
sizzle to any summer time get together. ( I dedicate this recipe to my baritone, Amy Leacock, who
introduced me to SANGRIA many moons and one quartet ago!)
Prep Time: 5 minutes
Total Time: 5 minutes
Ingredients:
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•

1 Bottle of white wine (Riesling, Albarino, Chablis, Gewurztraminer,
Rioja, Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc)

•

1/2 cup Peach Schnapps

•

1/4 to 1/2 cup sugar (depending on how sweet you prefer your
Sangria)

•

2 sliced peaches (frozen peach slices work well)

•

1 sliced orange

•

1/2 mango peeled and sliced

•

1/2 liter of ginger ale
continued on next page
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Preparation:
Pour wine and Schnapps in the pitcher and add sliced peach, orange, and mango. Next add sugar and stir
gently. Chill mixture for at least one hour. Add ginger ale or club soda just before serving.
If you’d like to serve your Sangria right away, use chilled white wine and ginger ale and serve over lots of
ice.
Addition ideas: sliced strawberries, a handful of fresh raspberries, kiwi slices, a shot or two of triple sec, a
cup of citrus soda pop.

BEER-ITA

A simple summer beverage. Due to my influence, it has been spread throughout the land by Michelle
Jarrell and Leann Hazlett! Beeritas are perfect for sitting in the sun and enjoying the weather! Mix
up a pitcher of these in the hotel room in Kansas City and invite some friends, or just walk through the
lobby and make everyone jealous! ;-)
Ingredients
•

1 (12 fluid ounce) can frozen limeade concentrate

•

12 fluid ounces tequila

•

4 Bottles of beer (I prefer CORONA for this)

•

ice

•

1 lime, cut into wedges

Directions
1. Pour limeade, tequila, and beer into a large
pitcher. Stir until well-blended and limeade has
melted. Add plenty of ice and garnish with lime wedges.
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Laughter, Love, and a Barbershop Song
barbershop stories and experiences
inspired by the popular book

The no-show quartet
by Mike McGee
Singing with Metropolis, we were at our peak in
show performances from 1999 – 2005, averaging
22 show or convention weekends each year. In the
springtime, we would typically perform four or five
weekends in a row between March and May, the most
popular time of year to put on a barbershop show or
convention. While the shows were fun and helped
finance our convention appearances, uniforms, dues
and retreat weekends, they also became very tiring.
There is a sort of glamour to the idea of flying all over
the country doing shows in far-off lands. However,
reality was quite different. We would usually take a
red-eye flight, which doesn’t offer the best sleeping
accommodations, perform two shows on Saturday,
stay up ‘til 2 am for the afterglow and wake up around
4:30 am to catch a 6:30 am flight home. After this
hectic schedule you have part of the day Sunday
to recover so you can return to your normal life,
reporting to the boss on Monday morning.
In 2003, we were wrapping up one of these five
weekend tours with a trip to Beatrice, Nebraska.
Exhausted and feeling a bit moody, we grabbed an
early Saturday morning flight from Los Angeles, CA
which took us past Beatrice to Minneapolis, MN,
then took a second flight, backtracking to Beatrice.
(As someone who doesn’t like to fly, there’s nothing
worse than flying past your destination, then turn back
around on another plane. It feels like a waste of time.)
Once we landed, our chapter hosts met us at
the baggage claim. The quartet host and the
show chairman greeted us with warm smiles
and handshakes. Then, the show chairman said,
“Gentlemen, we’ve got something to show you,” and
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opened
up the show program to reveal our name was
not listed in the show program. We told him that the
error in leaving our name out of the program was
understandable and our feelings weren’t hurt.
“No, that’s not it,” the gentleman replied. “We
weren’t planning for Metropolis to be on the show.”
All heads turned to look at Brian Philbin, the
quartet’s contact man. The look on Brian’s face was
dumbfounded. (Typically, he just looks dumb.)
After several minutes of confusion and discussion,
it was discovered that the chapter decided to choose
another quartet over Metropolis. However, Brian had
proceeded forward and had never received notification
that we were no longer on the show. (We also later
learned that Brian was operating from an older
contract used for a previous Nebraska show and didn’t
note the date discrepancy in the stack of contracts.)
Even more confusing was that when Bob set up the
airline tickets through the chapter, they reimbursed us
for it without question.
continued on next page
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“Why,” asked Brian, “didn’t you question our
request for booking these tickets when you knew
they were for Metropolis and were booked to leave
from Los Angeles?” The show chairman assumed
the quartet they had hired was using a manager from
Los Angeles who was handling their expense. Yet
even the title of the email contacting them indicated
“Metropolis Flights.”
Because of the difficulty in flying out of Beatrice we
were left with two choices; leave later that evening
or spend the night and leave on our normal schedule.
After some discussion, the chapter leadership said
that they’d be glad to have Metropolis sing on the
show. We offered to do it for free if they allowed us
to sell our CDs following the show. The chapter was
thrilled to have Metropolis sing on their show and
we figured it was the least we could do after they had
paid for our flights.
How often does it happen that an international quartet
medalist accidentally flies to your hometown the day
of your show and performs with your chapter? The
chorus was putting on three shows that weekend, two
on Saturday and one on Sunday afternoon.
Performing as “the mystery quartet,” Metropolis
sang both shows on Saturday and received numerous
standing ovations from the audiences. That evening,
the chapter board huddled together and due to the
response of the audiences to our performance,
voted to pay our full show fee. We did the Sunday
afternoon show then flew home an hour later, via
Minneapolis (ugh!). A bit tired, a bit amused and
having something to hold over Brian’s head the next
time he complained that we weren’t paying close
attention to something, the Beatrice show was a
unique experience for any quartet.

Editorial note: While it may seem as if we are
covering a lot of Metropolis stories it’s not because
we like to toot our own horn. We have contacted
several quartets for stories, yet they haven’t been
forthcoming with their articles. We would prefer to
share stories on groups like Nightlife, Ambiance,
Four Voices, FRED, Showtime, OC Times... well, you
get the idea. We will keep prodding them for stories
so please be patient.

Memorable Metropolis moments:

Performing onstage with good friend Dick Van Dyke and
later appearing on his show, Diagnosis Murder. (1999)

Silly photoshoots from previous international conventions.

(left to right) While driving cross country, funnyman
Andy Wallace (bari of Freestyle) stops to pose for a sign
in recognition of James Sabina; Metropolis play tough
cowboys from the wild west in Estes Park, CO.

Not a favorite moment, but certainly a cruel one. In 2006
Metropolis is called out as the 4th place medalists (a drop
from the previous year’s 3rd place ranking). James Sabina
tries his best to muster up some happy applause, yet their
faces tell the truth. Nice try Jimmy-Joe Bob!
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Next Month

June

BHS International
predictions

YouBarbershop goes in depth on the quartets and
choruses favored to win the international competition.

quartet insights

Interviews and analysis as well as fan picks and
observations leading up to Kansas City.

past contest stories

Laughter, Love and a Barbershop Song will feature fun
stories and experiences from quartets and choruses
in the past who helped shape our competitions.

audio/video highlights

Several audio and video clips to help you make your
own picks.

Twitter search: YouBarbershop
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Three words that describe

Moxie Ladies...

entertaining. fun. exciting.

We’d love to sing on your show!
Reserve Your Date Now:

(614) 561-9772

moxieladiescontact@yahoo.com

